Congressional Progressive Caucus
@A.%. Pouse of Repregentatives
YWasghington, B.¢C. 20515

April 16, 2015

The Honorable Michael Froman

Office of the United States Trade Representative
600 17" Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Froman:

We are writing to invite you to speak at an upcoming Congressional Progressive Caucus member
meeting about the ongoing Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations. Members of the Progressive Caucus
are eager to talk with you about concerns they have regarding the text of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

The Congressional Progressive Caucus includes 70 members of the U.S. House of Representatives, and
is one of the largest and most active caucuses within Congress. The caucus meets on a weekly basis
when the House of Representatives is in session, and we can accommodate a meeting time that works
for your schedule.

Our members are interested in discussing your statements about the United States’ trade surplus with its
20 Free Trade Agreement partners. Your comments on the matter, including some made at a March
2015 briefing with Members of Congress, contradict trade data from the U.S. International Trade
Commission (U.S.I.T.C.). The data show the United States had a $177.5 billion goods trade deficit with
its Free Trade Agreement partners in 2014. We appreciate your April 1, 2015 response to our March 19,
2015 letter about calculating trade balances. Members of our caucus would like the opportunity to
discuss the matter with you directly.

As the U.S. Trade Representative, no one is more qualified to explain the administration’s positions on
vital trade issues. We request the opportunity to discuss the data discrepancy, transparency surrounding
the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations and other issues pertaining to free trade agreements at your
earliest convenience. We look forward to sitting down with you soon.

Sincerely,
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